
Response to Feedback from the January 25th Presentation of the Climate 
Action Plan Phase 2: Community Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Plan 
During the January 25th Board of Commissioners meeting, Lane County staff were directed to make 
update some content in order to bring the plan in alignment with the recently passed Oregon Climate 
Protection Plan. In addition, Commissioners instructed staff to provide answers to questions raised by 
several community groups. Staff met with representatives from the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality, NW Natural, the Sierra Club, Beyond Toxics, EWEB, local Chambers of Commerce 
and local unions to listen to feedback, clarify information, and provide feedback. The following 
document provides answers to the questions raised. 

Natural Gas Infrastructure Concerns 
• Lane County is committing to no fossil fuel infrastructure in new county-owned building projects 

and phasing out the use of fossil fuel appliances at the end of useful life in county-owned 
buildings. These commitments only apply to county-owned facilities, not to others in the 
community. 

• Lane County has no regulatory authority to regulate the natural gas system in Lane County (see 
ORS 758.010). The County may only make decisions regarding county-owned infrastructure. 

• The analysis of appliance electrification was updated to reflect the new state-mandates (Oregon 
Climate Protection Plan) around natural gas decreasing use of fossil fuels. 

Electrical Capacity to Meet Growing Loads 
• According to the Northwest Power and Conservation Council meeting, increase demand while 

accounting for the closure of several power plants will be a challenge. The 2021 Northwest 
Power Plan, approved February 2022, states that near term investments will be needed to 
provide increase generating capacity and efficiency measures. The Council goes on to say that 
energy demands will most likely be met. 

• Lane County’s largest electrical utility, EWEB, recently conducted an Electrification Study in 
which point number 6 reads “EWEB can handle the forecasted pace of electrification.” 

Plan Updates 
• The Board Order was updated to indicate that Lane County staff will provide the Board annual 

updates starting in March 2024. This provides time for staff to complete Phase 3 of the Board 
Order, the Climate Resilience Plan, and time for initial mitigation strategies to be implemented. 

• The Board Order was also updated to include a 2029 Plan Update timeline. 
• There as a request to have the greenhouse gas mitigation plan to include public health impacts 

and the impact on racial disparities and economic equity. This was not part of the scope of work 
for this project and is currently beyond staff capacity to conduct these studies. 

Community Engagement 

• Dozens of community members, including the organizations who provided feedback on the 
most recent draft of the Plan, were invited via email on June 22nd, 2021, to community 
meetings. These invites included registration links and background information on the planning 
process. 

https://www.eweb.org/about-us/news/eweb-is-exploring-the-impacts-of-widespread-electrification-in-our-community


Increased Lane County Investments 
• There was feedback asking for increased Lane County funding for EV infrastructure and low-

income EV subsidies, biking, walking, and Public Transit infrastructure, building electrification, 
and appliance efficiencies. While Lane County supports these actions, these subsidies are 
traditionally offered through electrical utilities, cities, and other public agencies including the 
federal government. Lane County will continue to convene and support these agencies in the 
work that they do and continue to pursue grants to achieve these goals. By adopting the 
Community Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Plan, Lane County will be better situated to be awarded 
these grants. 

Lane County Policies 
EV Strategies—Lane County is coordinating with County partners such as utilities, cities, and 
nonprofits to create a county-wide strategy for increasing the adoption of EVs. 

R99—there is a concern over the fuel feedstock for renewable diesel (R99). In order to be 
sustainable, the production of R99 cannot come at the cost of supplying food. The State recently 
created a workgroup to address this issue and Lane County will be tracking their work closely.  

Industrial Emitters—the majority of issues between industrial uses and housing issues are 
happening within the city urban growth boundary where city planners make land use decisions. 
Additionally, the Lane Regional Air Protection Agency (LRAPA) regulates industrial emissions. 
Lane County will continue to coordinate with and support cities and LRAPA to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions associated with industry. 

Recycling and Food waste—food waste and wasted food are addressed in the Plan and are 
one of the High Impact Practices. While important, recycling does not have very much impact on 
greenhouse gas emissions and is less important than reducing consumption and reusing or 
repurposing items. Lane County is extremely proud of having the state’s highest solid waste 
recovery rate and a very active food waste reduction program. Lane County is considered an 
innovator and leader in this space. For more information on the impacts of materials 
management/recycling, please see this study by the City of Eugene and the Oregon Department 
of Environmental Quality. 

Developing Local Renewable Energy Sources—Lane County is proud to announce that staff 
are working with Emerald People’s Utility District (EPUD) on a pilot community solar project at 
Short Mountain Landfill. Lane County staff are also working with EPA Region 10 to identify 
further funding to expand the program if the pilot is successful.  

Low-income Energy and Efficiency Assistance—this is another item called out in the Plan. 
Lane County staff will continue to collaborate with local utilities to promote the utilities low-
income assistance program. In addition, Lane County climate staff is coordinating with Lane 
County housing staff to investigate best practices for energy efficiency.  

Workforce Development—Lane County staff are exploring opportunities for coordinating with 
local educational institutions for workforce development.  

https://www.eugene-or.gov/DocumentCenter/View/45312/Community-Climate-Action---Materials-Management-Planning


Additional Questions 
Equity Score—The equity score was developed using the draft Equity Lens developed by Lane 
County staff. It is not considered to be a scientific measure but rather an indication of the level 
of impact predicted by staff. 

Carbon Farming—Lane County has no agricultural lands or a local Department of Agriculture. 
However, Lane County staff are working with local nonprofits and other organizations to 
investigate opportunities for Lane County to support their efforts. 
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